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POISONOUS PLANT CATEGORIES AND LABEL REQUIREMENTS 
 
This list includes the labelling recommendations for each plant/plant group.  Where only the genus is listed, all 
species should be labelled.  Where genus and species is listed, all cultivars and subspecies should be labelled unless 
they are proven to be less toxic than the type shown.  Please note that this information is subject to change from time 
to time. 
 
CATEGORY A 
The sale of these plants should be restricted and sales to the public discouraged.  Display in retail areas should be 
supervised so that children do not have access.  Individual plants should be labelled and customers should be informed 
of the potentially harmful nature of the plants by sales staff. 
 
Rhus diversiloba, radicans, rydbergii striata, succedanea, toxicarium, verniciflua and vernix 
 
CAUTION:  Poison if eaten.  Skin contact commonly causes severe blistering dermatitis. 
 
CATEGORY B 
These plants require a warning on the plant label and on any bed label or any other point of sale material.  The 
required warning text is indicated. 
 

Aconitum CAUTION toxic if eaten/harmful via skin 
Arum CAUTION toxic if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Atropa CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Brugmansia CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Colchicum CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Convallaria CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Coriaria CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Daphne CAUTION toxic if eaten/skin irritant 
Datura CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Dieffenbachia CAUTION toxic if eaten/skin + eye irritant 
Digitalis CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Euphorbia (except E. pulcherrima) CAUTION skin and eye irritant/toxic if eaten 
Gloriosa superba CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Heraclium CAUTION severely toxic to skin with sunlight 
Hyoscyamus CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Laburnocytisus adamii CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Laburnum CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Lantana CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Mandragora CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Nerium  CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Oenanthe crocata, aquatica and phellandrium CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Phytolacca CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Primula obconica CAUTION may cause skin allergy 
Ricinus communis CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Ruta CAUTION severely toxic to skin with sunlight 
Scopolia CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Solandra CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Solanum dulcamara CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Sophora CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Taxus CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Thevetia CAUTION toxic if eaten/skin irritant 
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Veratrium CAUTION toxic if eaten 
Zigadenus CAUTION toxic if eaten 

 
CATEGORY C 
These plants require a warning on the plant label.  The required warning text is indicated. 
 

Acalypha Skin and eye irritant/harmful if eaten 
Acokanthera Harmful if eaten 
Actea section Actea Harmful if eaten/skin irritant 
Adenium Harmful if eaten 
Aesculus Harmful if eaten 
Aglaonema Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Agrostemma githago Harmful if eaten 
Allamanda Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Alocasia Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Aloe Harmful if eaten 
Alstroemeria May cause skin allergy 
Amaryllis belladonna Harmful if eaten 
Anthurium Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Apoccynum Harmful if eaten 
Aquilegia Harmful if eaten 
Arisaema Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Asparagus (except A. officinalis) May cause skin allergy/fruits harmful if eaten 
Brunfelsia Harmful if eaten 
Caladium Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Call palustris Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Caltha Harmful if eaten 
Capsicum annum (ornamental cultivars) Skin and eye irritant/harmful if eaten 
Catharanthus roseus Harmful if eaten 
Chelidonium majus Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Chrysanthemum May cause skin allergy 
Colocasia esculenta Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Cupressocyparis leylandii May cause skin allergy 
Delphinium Harmful if eaten 
Dendranthema (excluding pot mums) May cause skin allergy 
Dictamnus albus Skin irritant with sunlight 
Dracunculus Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Echium Skin irritant 
Epipremnum Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Euonymus Harmful if eaten 
Ficus benjamina May cause skin allergy 
Ficus carica Skin irritant with sunlight 
Fremontodendron Skin and eye irritant 
Gaultheria except section Pernettya Harmful if eaten 
Gelsemium Harmful if eaten 
Hedera Harmful if eaten/may cause skin allergy 
Helleborus Harmful if eaten/skin irritant 
Hippeastrum Harmful if eaten 
Homeria Harmful if eaten 
Hyacinthoides Harmful if eaten 
Hyacinthus  Harmful if eaten/skin irritant 
Hypericum perforatum Harmful if eaten 
Ipomoea Harmful if eaten 
Iris Harmful if eaten 
Juniperus sabina (except exclusively juvenile forms)  Harmful if eaten 
Kalmia Harmful if eaten 
Lagenaria Harmful if eaten 
Ligustrum Harmful if eaten 
Lobelia (except L. erinus) Harmful if eaten 
Lupinus Harmful if eaten 
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Lysichiton Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Mirabilis Harmful if eaten/skin irritant 
Monstera deliciosa Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Narcissus Harmful if eaten/skin irritant 
Nicotiana Harmful if eaten 
Opuntia microdasys Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Ornithogalum Harmful if eaten 
Papaver somniferum Harmful if eaten 
Passiflora caerulea Harmful if eaten 
Pedilanthus Skin and eye irritant/harmful if eaten 
Philodendron Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Podophyllum Harmful if eaten 
Polygonatum Harmful if eaten 
Polyscias Harmful if eaten/skin irritant 
Prunus laurocerasus and lusitanica Seed kernels harmful if eaten 
Rhamnus Harmful if eaten 
Rhaphidophora Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Robinia psuedoacacia Harmful if eaten 
Sambucus (except S. nigra) Harmful if eaten 
Scheefflera May cause skin allergy 
Scilla Harmful if eaten 
Solanum (ornamental species except S. dulcamera) Harmful if eaten 
Solanum pseudocapsicum Harmful if eaten 
Spartium junceum Harmful if eaten 
Spathiphyllum Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Symphoricarpos Harmful if eaten 
Symphytum Harmful if eaten 
Syngonium Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Tabernaemontana Harmful if eaten 
Thuja Harmful if eaten 
Tulipa Harmful if eaten/may cause skin allergy 
Vitex Skin irritant 
Wisteria Harmful if eaten 
Xanthosoma Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 
Zantedeschia Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant 

 
 


